




















NUMBER LXXXIX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





Jo be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspvay, September the 12th, 1754. 





T has been the common prattice ever 
4 fince I can remember, for people 
ge to recommend the particular wares 
@ they deal in, by fetting forth that 


j they are more effentially neceflary 





9 at the prefent time, than they were 
ever known to be in times paft. The doctor, to re- 
commend his Exixir for the nerves, addrefles you 
with, ‘‘ Never were NERvous DEcAys &c. fo frequent 
“as at prefent.” The man of learning prefaces his 
difcourfe upon occult qualities with, ‘* Never was there 
“ { total a decay of literature as at prefent ;” and the 
divine introduces his volume of fermons with, ‘“* Never 


« did fin and folly abound fo as at prefent.” 


Bur 
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Bur though this method may be a very good one, and 
may have contributed greatly to the encreafe of trade, I 
have always confidered it as fomewhat bordering upon 
craft, and have therefore rejeéted it, to purfue a con- 
trary practice. Never was mankind fo good as at 
prefent, I fay again and again: for, however unwife 
or unrighteous the people of thefe nations may have 
been two years ago, it is hardly to be conceived how 
greatly they are improved in their underftandings, 
and amended in their morals by the extenfive circula- 
tion of thefe my lucubrations. 

Many perfons are of opinion (I fuppofe from the 
effets which they find to have been produced in them- 
felves) that every individual of my readers has been in 
fome refpect or other the better for me: but this per- 
haps may be carfying the matter a little too far; and 
indeed I have a private reafon for thinking that there 
may be here and there one, who, though a conftant 
reader of thefe excellent effays, has received no benefit 
from them at all: There are people in the world, who, 
becaufe they pride themfelves upon contradicting an ef- 
tabliflied opinion, have fuggefted in a whilper, that this 
is not abfolutely and to all intents and purpofes the very 
beft paper that has hitherto been publifhed in any age 
or country. And to confefs a truth, which will, no 
doubt, be as furprifing to my readers as it was to me, I 
havé a¢tually received a letter, written in fober fadnefs, 
and without the leaft intention to be witty, infinuating 
that T amy growing dull, and advifing me to lay down 
my paper while I can do it with honour. But as J 
have hitherto found my wit to be inexhauftible, and 
as I have now, as much as ever, the good of my country 
at heart, I am willing to continue thefe.my labours 


while 




















No. 89. THE WORLD. 535 


while there are the leaft gleanings of folly remaining, 
and till Ican have the glory of effecting a thorough 
reformation. 

To forward this great and laudable defign, I muft 
beg of my correfpondents to be very diligent in their en- 
quiries after what is doing in town, and that they will 
negléé& no opportunity of tranfmitting me all the intel- 
ligence they can get. I fhould be glad to know, among 
other mattérs of confequence, if there is yet any fuch 
thing as play going on at WuiTe’s. I fhould like alfo to 
hear that the propofal for eftablifhing leCtutes in divinity 
and moral philofophy next winter in the great room at 
St. James’s coffee-houfe, has met with the approbation of 
the whole club. The repeated affurances which I am dayly 
receiving that fornication and adultery are entirely ata 
ftand in this great metropolis, are highly agreeable to 
me ; as alfo that the great encreafe of bloom, which 
has of late been fo very obfervable on the cheeks of la- 
dies of fafhion, is wholly owing to their abhorrence of 
cards and late hours. I hear with great felf-congratu- 
lation and délight from the city, that they are hourly 
éncreafing in frugality and indoftry, and that neither 
hazzard; nor any unlawful game at cards has been fo 
much as thought of at their clubs for this twelve. month 
paft. But above all, I am charmed with the accounts 
which F have from time to time received of the laft ge- 
neral ele€tion. That inflexible abhorrence of bribery 
and corruption, which fo vifibly and univerfally mani- 
fefted itfelf among all ranks and orders of mén, confti- 
tuents as well as candidates, muft be an inconteftible 
proof of the confummate virtue of the prefent times. 

From all thefe happy confiderations, Iam perfectly 
of opinion with the late Mr. Whifton, that the Mille- 


nium 








536 THE WORLD. No. 89. 


nium, or the kingdom of the juft upon earth, is very 
near athand. When that long-expected time arrives, I 
fhall confider the plan of this paper as compleat, and 
conclude it the Thurfday following, with a benediction 
to my readers. 

Ir has been owing to this general reformation (which 
I flatter myfelf has been principally brought about by 
thefe weekly effays) that I have thought fit to fupprefs 
certain letters, lately come to hand, which are filled 
with moft unreafonable complaints againft the iniquity of 
the times. One of thefe letters laments very emphati- 
cally the great encreafe of popery among us, and begs 
that I would poftpone every amufing fpeculation, to attack 
with gravity and argument the doétrine of tranfub{tan- 
tiation. The fame letter recommends, in a poft{cript, 
fome neceflary alterations to be made in the book of com- 
mon prayer, and defires that my next paper may be an ad- 
drefs to the bifhops upon that occafion. Another of thefe 
letters inveighs bitterly againft the univerfality of fkittle- 
grounds in the gardens of people of fafhion, and affures 
me that it is in vain to hope for a reformation, while gen- 
tlemen and ladies, nay, even the clergy themfelves, are 
mifpending their time in the unchriftian-like diverfions 
of porters and draymen. ‘The letter figned Decorus, 
complaining of Brunetta’s nakednefs at church, had long 
ago received a place in thefe papers, if I could have been 
convinced that it had lefs of invention in it than of re- 
ality: for 1 am aflured by a particular friend, who is a 
conftant frequenter of all public places, that fince my 
repeated animadverfions on that fubject, there is not a 
pair of naked fhoulders to be feen either for love or mo- 
ney. He proceeds farther to aflure me, that thofe excel- 
lent animadverfions have given the ladies fuch an un- 


conquerable 
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conquerable averfion to all kinds of nakednefs, that a 
party of them, going this fummer from Richmond to 
Vauxhall by water, chofe rather to fee a handfome 
young fellow go to the bottom, as he was attempting to 
{wim acrofs the Thames, than to take him into their 
boat: and when the watermen begged for God's fake 
that they might fave the young man’s life, the eldeft of 
the ladies protefted with great vehemence, that fhe had 
rather the whole odious fex fhould perifh, than have 
her modefty affronted: with the fight of a naked man. 

Bur though every reformation of this kind is a fenfi- 
ble pleafure to me, I am very far’ from attributing the 
whole merit of it to myfelf: on the contrary, it is with 
the utmoft pride and fatisfaétion that I acknowledge the 
many and great helps which I have received from corref- 
pondents, whofe names, whenever they come’ to be 
mentioned in this undertaking, will reflec&t an honour 
upon my own. Itis to thefe gentlemen, more than‘to 
myfelf, that I am to afcribe the reformation above- 
mentioned : and becaufe, as I faid’ before, in’ fpite of 
our endeavours to make mankind perfect, there is ftill 
perhaps a little fprinkling of folly remaining amongft us ; 
and as the Millenium may poflibly be at a much greater 
diftance than Mr. Whifton and Ihave fo fanguinety” im- 
agined it to be ; and moreover confidering the compara- 
tive weaknefs of my own abilities; I hereby requeft and 
entreat of my correfpondents, that they will continue to 
favour me with their afliftance in this work, which: will 
moft certainly be brought to a conclufion on the very firft 
Thurfday after the faid Millenium fhall commence. 

IcannoT fhew myfelf more in earneft upon this occa- 
fion, than by clofing my paper with the following hum- 
ble addrefs to one of it’s ableft fupporters. 


ADAM 
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ADAM FIT Z-ADAM to the * of ***. 


With grateful heart Firz-Apam greets ye, 
And in thefe rhymes, my Lorp, intreats ye, 
That you once more the Wor.ipv would prop, 
Which, but for frrength like yours, muft drop : 
For I, grown weak, and fomewhat older, 

Feel it too heavy on my fooulder : 

And well I may; for bards have fung, 
That giant ArLAs, huge and firong, 
Oft found His Woxxd too great a load, 
And afk'd affifiance of a Gon, 

Who eas'd bis back with little pain, 

And fet the Worn to rights again. 

So I from You, my great ALCIDES, 
(Whofe aid my glory and my pride is) 
Requeft, my Lornp-——You know my drift-——— 
That you would lend me ¢t'other lift: 
Your fmallef?t effort is enough, 

The fame you ufe in taking fnuff : 

You fmile, my Lorp indeed tis true, 
Ai finger and your thumb will do. 
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